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Board Pays Teacher to Quit, Cites Alleged! Misconduct 



Hy CAROL L. CLEAVELAND 

The Syracuse Board of Education voted 
Monday to accept the resignation of a 
teacher who has worked for the district 
111 years, following what school officials 
say were serious charges of misconduct 
against the teacher. 

Superintendent Lionel R. Meno said the 
district wanted to. dismiss special educa- 
tion teacher Frank G. Diminuco on 
charges of misconduct and conduct unbe- 
coming a teacher. 

"We didn't want him teaching in our 
schools or anywhere in the state," Mend " 
said. J ' ' ■ - ; 

Meno and board members would not 
say Monday what type of incidents Di- 



minuco is alleged to have been involved 
in. 

District officials learned of the miscon- 
duct charges in October, at which time 
Diminuco was transferred from his class- 
room position at Nottingham High School 
to a clerical job in the district's main of- 
fices. 

Under an agreement reached with Di- 
minuco, the district will pay him for 74 
days of work, at a cost of $14,334, and 
will pay him for 46 sick days he accrued, 
said Robert DiFlorio, executive assistant 
to the superintendent. DiFlorio said the 
sick pay will come to slightly less than 
$10,000. 

" The board agreed to pay the teacher 



for 120 days in order to avoid initiating 
dismissal proceedings against him, dis- 
trict officials said. 

"These things (proceedings) go on and 
on," DiFlorio said. 

If the district had initiated proceedings 
against Diminuco, DiFlorio said, the 
school system would have been required 
by law to continue paying him until the 
matter was decided. 

"The cost would have been greater," he 
said, adding that it typically costs a 
school district about t $45,000 in legal fees 
to try to fire a teacher. * . ■. 

Diminuco could not be reached for 
comment Monday. His attorney, Michael 
Cogswell, declined comment, i. V "/ 



Meno said he asked the Onondaga 
County District Attorney's Office to in- 
vestigate the matter in October. 

"We've been waiting for some determi- 
nation (from the district atton ey) since 
then," he said. 

Board President Ruth Federman said 
the school board discussed the situation 
several times in closed meetings in order 
to determine how to handle the situation. 
The board called a special meeting Mon- 
day to accept Diminuco's resignation. 
4 "This is something we've been looking 
into since last fall," said board member 
Mary Salibrici. 'Tin just glad it's bjjfcre- 
solved the way it has been. He's ouHrthe 
classroom." 
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